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10 The Reverend e e 
Mr. Thu F. ranks, Archdeaco, 


And the Reverend 3 
| Clergy of the County of Belo. 


| Reverend Brethren, 


H E 3 Hoter You hows 8 this 
T plain Diſcourſe, in Tour Requeſt that I would | 
Print it, as it will more than juſtify its Ap- 
| pearance in the Publick, ſo was it no doubt intended to 
aſſure us, That a Man may Preach in Defence of the 
Authority Joa have receiv d, and of the Character you 
adorn, not only without Offence, but even with ſome 
Degree of Approbation, in Tour Preſence : Newer, I 
preſume, with leſs juſt Offence ; never, I truſt, with 
more deſerv d Approbation, than at a Time when the 
Enemies of our Profeſſion are ſo outragjouſly Inſulting 
it, and ſome of. our own Order ( we thank * em : 
would diſſuade us from Defending it. "2, 
The Furiouſneſs of a Teal , intemperate in its 
Warmth, and indecent in its Fxpreſſ tons, We leave to 
another Cauſe, and to Adverſaries who perhaps may 
| need it more, and whom it better may become. But 
when the Deſpiſers of our God are fo daringly affront- 
Ing him, both in his Perſon, and in his Miniſtry, then 
zamely to {top our Mouths, and hold in our Breath, 
and keep Silence even from good Words, muſt 
needs be Pain and Grief to the Spirit of a Chriſtian, 
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11 I)! be Dedication. 
who dares profeſs himſelf concern d for either: Then 
fer Fear of the Many, or for the Favour of the Great, 
b Preach coldly againſt Vice, and with Jenderneſs a. 
gainſt Infidelity ; and out of pure Neſpect to the Per- 
ſons of the Ungodly, to careſs the Principles by which 
They would deſtroy us : This, in my Opinion, is none 
of the cleareſt Arguments of ſome Mens Integrity; 
and as little, I conceive, of that Excellent Modera- 
tion, They ſo clamorouſly pretend tis. 
A juſt Abhorrence of ſuch pernicious Principles, 
and of ſo Servile a Compliance, will, IJ hope, appear 


almoſt in ev'ry Page of this Diſcourſe : The only Recom- 


mendation I dare mention in its Favour : But a Re- 
- commendation with Jou, My Brethren, of all others, 
a4 apparently the moſt Conſiderable; ſince nothing, I am 
ſenſible, but an Opinion of its Honeſt Plainneſs, and 
its Well-meant Simplicity, could move you to deſire it 
ES eee 


Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Aﬀectionate Brother, 


and moſt Humble Servant, 


MAT T H. 


. 


Parelet St. Fohn. | 
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MATT H. xxviil.. 20. 


And lo, T am nth you al: Ways, even unto 8 


the End of the World. 


laſt our Bleſſed Saviour ſpake, when he was 


Ti E Words are probably Pins of the 


now about to leave the World, aud return -” 


Anto the Father. © T 
The Work which his Father had given him to fi- 


niſh, he had eminently fulfill'd; perform'd what- 
ever was requird of him, as our Prophet that he 
ſhould teach, or as our Prieſt that he ſhould ſuffer : 
And not only ſo, bur by the Power of his Reſur- 
rection alſo abundantly confirm'd the Truth of his 


Doctrine, and the Satisfaction of his Sacriſice. 


And therefore knowing, that in Reward of his O- 
bedience, the Father had now g:ven all things into 
His Hani, and exalted him to be Prince and Saviour 
of the Church which he had purchas'd, Ads 5.3r. 

| he accordingly begins in the 18th Verſe of this 


Chapter, publickly to declare the Extent and Au- 
thority of the Character he had afſum'd: Al Pow- 


er, ſays he, is given unto me, both in Heaven and in 


Earth: And then as a ſubſequent Act of this Au- 
thority, he proceeds in the next Verſe to iſſue out 


Commiſſions, and commands his Apoſtles 20 go 
reach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : And 
Laſlly, to aſſure his Church, that he was not more 
its Prince to govern, than its Savidur to defend it, 
He goes on to tell them in the Words of my Text, 
That all this Power of his, as he had obtain d it 
1 for 


7 9 «5 Promiſe and Advantages 


8 their ſake, ſhould be employ d in their protecti- 


And lo, I am with you always, even unto the End 


1 of the Warts, © | 
What Promiſe now more gracious or expreſs than 
this, could our Saviour Chrif have made to his A. 
poſtles, upon his leaving of the World? What AL. 
ſurance leſs than this could ever have ſupported 
them in the Labours of its Converſion > The unex- _ 
peed Death and Sufferings of their Meſias , had 
pretty well check'd their Dependance on a Tem- 
poral one: Nay, our Saviour too himſelf, had ta- 


ken more than ordinary Pains to undeceive them in 


this Particular; had explain'd to them over and o- 
ver again the Nature of his Kingdom, and the 
Difficulties of their Employment, and told them 
expreſly before- hand, what Uſage and Oppoſition 
they were like to meet with from the Luſts, and 
Prejudices, and Powers of the World; and now to 
ſend them out into the midſt of all this Violence 
naked and ex pos d, and unprovided of cvery thing, 
but of Patience to endure it; and not only ſo, but 
himſelf to be ſhortly taken from them, at a time 
when his Preſence would be more immediately ne- 
ceſſary, what Fear and Sorrow, do we think, muſt 
fill their Hearts at fo diſcouraging a Profpedt: And 
therelore the better to prepare them for this Hour, 
our Saviour, we may obſerve, had very frequently 
acquainted them not only with the Certainty, but 
the Advantages alſo of his Departure irom them. 
Te have heard, ſays he, John 14. how I ſaid unto 
you, I go away: But let not your Heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid : Bc allur'd, I will not Jane 


you comfortleſs. I muſt, tis true, be ſometime ab- 
ent irom you in Boch; but know, that in Spirit I 
ſj am 
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that his abiding with them any langer in the Fleſh, was 
not ſo very needfal for them as they imagin d; nay, 


that he ſhould go: For if I go not away, lays he, 
My ſhort Departure from you for a Seaſon; inſtead | 


of diſſolving , will improve the Union betwixt my 
Church and me: For yet a little while, and again 


i nee es 


AAA 


port you in Affliction; and your Advocate allo, to 
give Teſtimony to your Doctrine, and Aſſiſtance to 


of Chriſt 5 Preſence th hrs Chnrch. 3 


am preſent with you, and that you are ſtill as much 
as ever within the Compaſs of my Care, and the 
Benefits of my Influence. And ſo again in the r6th 
Chapter of that Gſpel, he goes on to let them ſee, 


that it was not only ſafe, but expedient for them 


John 16. 7. the Comforter will not come; but if 7 : 
depart, I will ſend him to you: As if he had ſaid, 


J come unto you; not as you now behold me, in 


my Body, to be with you only as before, but by the 
Spirit of Truth, which I will ſend you from tlie Tu- | 


ther, I come, and enter in, and dwell within you ; 
Your Comforter to detend you in danger, and. ſup- 


your Miniſtry. 
This feems, in ſhort, to be the Meaning of / that 
Promiſe our Saviour Chriſt had fo frequently made 


to his Apoſtles, while he was with them, in the 
World, and of which he now again aſſurebd them 


upon leaving it :; And that the Benefit of this Pro- 


miſe was not (as ſome will have it) toexpirerwith | 
- thoſe to whom it was at firſt deliver d, but for ever 


to deſcend upon the Perſons of their Succeſſors, 
and to, the Conſummation of all things, is G very 


evident, both from the Nature of our Lord's De- 
bew and the Clearneſs of his Expreſſion, that 


were needleſs to evince it. Unto us, no Youbr, 


my Brethren, the preſent Miniſters of the Chriſti- 


an 


: 
” 9 8 5 8 — 5 " , : . 
. a;. ̃ ·˙ . — ¹A- SEE 


oy WS „„ 


r A uit PIE OL Sa oe 


—— A AC - 

* © Bs == 
— ä—DUU—U—U—ña — — 
* 4 g 


4 Te Promiſ e and Advantages 


an Church, was this Promiſe given, as well as unto 
them; and in ſome Senſe alſo, to every private Chri- 


ſtian, as well as unto us: Every private Chriſtian, 


= he is a Member of Chriſt's Body, claims Union 
with him, as his. Head ; He feels him in his Graces, | 
he perceives him in his Sacraments: And if he ; 
takes but care to ſeek him, as he ought, may find 
him at all times ready and at hand, to ſupport and | 
carry him through the Difficulties of Life, and the 


Duties. of his Station. But becauſe the Benefits of 


this Promiſe are made good to private Chriſtians 
in a different Menfure, and to another Purpoſe; | 
And becauſe the Venerable Aſſembly now before 
me, ſeems at this time more eſprclally to require it 
of me, I ſhall confine my ſelf at preſent to conſi- | 
der it purely with Relation to the Governors and | 
' Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church, to whom no doubt 
it was immediately directed, and to whoſe Succeſ- } 
ors in the Miniſtry, it was moſt aſſuredly deſign d 
1 by our Saviour to extend. 
Our Saviour's Preſence cheteloes with kis Church 
may, LIthink, Not improperly be conſider d in theſe | 
Three Reſpects. 
Firſt, In Reſpect of the Authority conferr'd by 45 
Chriſt himſelf on the Perſons of the Apoſtles, and 
for ever to continue with their Succeſſors i in the 
Miniſtry. 
SGeͤecondly, In Reſp ect of the Grace and Aſſiſtance 5 
of his Holy Spirit. proportionable always to rhe 


Occaſions of his Church, and the Execution of! its 
Offices : : And, 


' Thirdly and Laſtly, In Reſpect of chat immedi- 


ate Providence and Protection, by which he has 
graciouſly undertaken to > provide tor its Security. 
Leſs 


— 


of Chriſt's Preſence with his Church. 5 
Led than this, I am fure, we cannot fairly un- 
derſtand (if there be any ching at all we mean to 
underſtand) by our Saviour's Promiſe; and if we 
allow it but our Sccurity for theſe Advantages, 'twill 
be needleſs, I preſume, to mention any more. 
And Firſt then, Let us conſider the Preſenee of 
our Saviour with his Church, in reſpe& of the 
Authority confterrd by Chriſt himſelf on the Per- 
ſons of the Apoſtles, and for ever to continue with . 
| their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry. 
Tou the. peculiar Deſign and Character of the : 
| Chriſtian Church, that it ſhould be larger in Extent, 
and cloſer in Communion, and longer in Duration, 
than any one Society in the World had ever been 
| before. Now the Increaſe and Nouriſhment of ſ6_ 
vaſt a Body in its full Proportion, and to ſo remote 


a Period, was the Work of many, and no otherwiſe 


to be effected , but by ſuch regular Communicati- 
on of Power and Authority, without which tis not | 
poſiible indeed for any Society, from the wideſt 
Empire to the narroweit Family, to be ſettled or 


preſerv'd. For altho' the End of this Inſtitution, 


and the Nature of its Privileges were properly Spi- 
ritual, and had relation chiefly to another World, 

yet the Members that ſhould compoſe it, were the 
Inhabitants of this: The Sacrament of their Ad- 
miſſion, the Signs of their Communion,and the Poli- 
cy of their Government, were Viſible and External, 

and requir'd as much che viſible Authority of Laws 

and Offcers for its Cutward Adminiſtration, as 
that of any other Society whatſoever, 
(as the Apoſtle ſpeaks Fph. 4.) to 
the end that the Church his Body being fitly joyn'd to- 


fore Chriit, 


gether, and pal might increaſe; gave ſome A- 
| B Poſtl es, 
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8 7 be Promiſe al Aﬀrunithoe; 


di; and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the 


Saints, and for the Work of the Miniſtry. He gave 


them, I fay, and.to all theſe Officers, ſome Mea- 
ſure of Authority for the Service of his Church; 
not fully, and at once to all, but at ſeveral times, 
and with regard to its Occaſions. 
As long as the Borders of Judea were the Boun- 
_ daries of his Kingdom, and himſelf preſided per- 
ſonally in its Management , a leſs Communication 
of theſe Powers was ſufficient: And accordingly 
we find that the Twelve whom he choſe, that they 
might be always with him, and the other Seventy 
whom he appointed alſo , had at firſt no more in 
7 Commitizn from him, but only to Preach the Go- | 
ſpel, and Baptize Believers, and perform the ordi- | 


nary Miniſterial Offices of attending upon his Per- 


ſon, going out upon his Errands, and making way 


for his Reception. But when afterwards our Savi- 


our's Death, inſtead of fixing the Period of his 
Reign, had on the contrary enlarg'd the Bounds of 
his Dominion; and when upon his Reſurrection, 


the whole World was now become as properly his 


Kingdom, as the little Country of Judea was be- | 
fore; he found it neceſſary then proportionably to 
and, to the 


add to the Number of his Miniſters, 
Extent of their Commiſſion. The Apoſtles were 


now immediately upon our Lord's Aſcenſion, , not 
only to preach in his Name, but to govern in his 


Abſence: And becauſe no tel a Power was neceſſa- 


ry to ſupport his Church, than what had firſt e- 
ſtabliſh'd it, whatever Authority he had received 
of the Father, he transferr'd upon his Succeſſors: 


The fame Powers, to all Intents and Purpoſes the 


very 
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of rift 5 Preſence wah his 1 7 
very ſame, by which himſelf had acted whilſt he 


dwelt amongſt them; more eſpecially that of en- 
acting Laws, and of remitting Sins; the Exerciſe 
of which he had hitherto reſerv'd as the more e- 
ſpecial Acts and Diſtinctions of his Prerogative. 
As my Father hath ſent me, faith our Saviour to his 
Apoſtles, John 20. 21. ſo fene J you; on the fame 
Deſign, and with the ſame Authority. Not that 
|| our Saviour Chriſt, by any Communication of 
{ Power to his Apoſtles, muſt be thought thereby to 
have reſign'd one Tittle of his on. 
of David, we know, is incapable of a Vacancy, 
and excluſive of a Succeſſor, nor mutt it, ri all 
Things be made ſubject unto him, by Chrift himſelf 
| be lurrender'd to the Father. "od therefore tho 
| the Lord had prepar d his Seat in Fleaven, 'twas his 
i Fingdom flil that goveri d over all, Pſal. 103. 19. 
= The Delegates he left behind to repreſent” him, 
were no otherwiſe to act than by Commiſſion from 
him: The Declarations they publiſh d, the Par- 
dons they pronoun d, ran ail as formally in the So- 
vereign's Name, and were as much to be eſteemd 
his proper Acts, and Deeds, as tho' himſelf had 


The Throne 


ſtill been viſibly prefent with his nun,” and aſ- 


| fiſted at the paſſing tiem. 
And that his Church might never want tlie Be- : 
4 neiits of his Promiſe, nor the Support of his Au- 
| thority, to uphold its Government, and to aſſure it 
ol his Preſence, he ſuffer'd it not to fail with the 


Apoſtles, but caus d it by the fix d Succeſſion of a 


perpetual Miniſtry, like his own unc hangeable 

Prieſthood, to abide for ever. 

The Veſſels in which this Treaſure was repos d, 
were frail and earthly, taken from among Men, and 
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Hy reaſon of Death not ſuffer J to continue long ; ; 
and therefore to preſerve his own Authority from | 
the ſame Mortality themſelves were ſubject to, he 


commanded his Apoſtles not only to make uſe of | 


it themſelves, but ro derive it upon others. And 
( hleſſed! for ever Bleſſed be his Goodneſs for it) 
nothing has yet been able to interrupt its Courſe ; 

but even at this diſtance of time, the Springs from 


- which it roſe, and the Channels that convey'd it, 


are ſo clear and undiſturb'd, that one would really 
wonder how even at this time of Day, there ſhould 
- be found in any Man acquainted with Antiquity , 
the Ignorance to miſtake „or the raſhneſs to uſurp 
it. = 
'For what FEI could our Saviour have done 
more, to ſecure the Character of his Miniſtry from 
Uſurpation and Contempt? What Care and Cau- 


tion did he uſe in every Step, to prevent, if poſlible, bs 


the Schiſms and Hereſies of all ſucceeding Ages; 


and ina more particular Manner, the Corruptions * 
58 of our own? 


To put it paſt Diſpute, wherker the Call of his 
| Apoſtles were from Heaven, or of Men; he ſo con- 
triv'd it, that the very Stile of their Commiſſion, | 
and the Solemnity of their Inauguration, ſhould 
be almoſt in every Particular exactly like his own : 
Fo convince the World, that the Powers of his 
Church were purely independent, and not as our 
Modern Deſpiſers call them, a Creature of the Civil; 
He introduc'd them in Oppoſition to the Secular : 
Authority; and to cut off from it all Pretenſions 
to any the leaſt ſhare in their Eſtabliſhment, re- 
jus'd for two whole . 88 _—_ to admit of i its. 
Protection. I 


To 


his Church: 


diſconſolate Apoſtles before his leaving 
World. Nor was the Lord unmindtul to deal graci- 


of Chriſt's Preſence with his Church. 9 

Jo let Men ſee how reſpectful they ſhould be to 
the Sacerdotal Dignity , and how afraid withal zo 
take this Honour to themſelves, upon the fond Pre- 


ſumption of a private Call, or an extraordinary 
Qualification, Chriſt glorify + not himſelf to be erg 


an High-Prieſt, till Pr was call d of God, Heb. 5 

and by the publick Deſignation of the Spirit * his 
Baptiſm more immediately endued with Power from 
on High. _ \ 
And Laſtly, 
Offices, nor the Means 


bove Three Hundred Years together, we read not 


of one Heretick that attempted to coniound them : 
An Order fo Providentially preſerv'd by Chriſt 
; | himſelf, under all the Confuſion and Diſorder that 
__ hath happen'd ſince, that neither Papal Uſurpation, 
nor Secular Encroachment, has been able to aboliſh 
it; and by which we truft, he will ſtill continue, in 
; ſpight of any new Attempts from Faction or Infide- 
 lity, tobe wth us always, even unto the End of the 
_ World. 


Let us now in the Second Place: "ound aer fan 


Chriſt makes good this Promiſe to his Apoſtles, in 


reſpect of the Grace and Aſſiſtance of his Holy 


Spirit, proportionable always to the Occaſions of 
his Church, and the Execution of its Offices 
J will not leave you comfortleſs, I will come again 


unto you, ſaid our bleſſed Saviour, Fohn 14. 18. to his 


of the 


oujly 


1 That we might never want a Regu- 
lar Admiſſion to theſe Holy 
| of diſcerning what is Regular, He has lodgd a 
ſtanding Power of Conveyance with the Biſhops of 
An Order in the Miniſtry ſo appa- 
rently diſtinguiſh'd from the other two, that for a- 
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10 The Promiſe and Advantages 

ouſly with his Servants, according to his Mord; but 
within a very few Days after his Aſcenſion from 
them, made haſte to give it a molt remarkable Ac- 
compliſhment; when the Spirit of Truth which he 
ſent them from the Father, to abide with them for 

ever, and to aſſure them of his Preſence, came down, 
and reſted viſibly upon them, and by the Signs and 
Wonders it enabled them to perform, acquainted 
them throughly both with tlie End of his Depar- 
ture, and with the Benefits of his Return. 


Our Saviour, when he gave his Apoſtles Com- 


| miſſion to go Preach the Goſpel of his Kingdom through . 
the World, had conſider d throughly the Difficulties 


of the Work, and the Weakneſs of the Inſtruments, 
and the mighty Diſadvantages with which they un- | 
dertook it; and therefore had commanded them to 
deſer the letting out upon it, and not to ſtir from = 
 Feruſalem, till they had receiv'd the Promiſe of the 
Spirit from the Father, Acts 1. 14. and been ſuffici- 
ently endued with Power from on High. 5 
And accordingly, when the Time was come that 
15 they ſhould publickly aſſume their Character, and 
ſet forward on their Journey, He graciouſſy conde- 
ſcended by the Deputation of his Spirit to aſſiſt at 
the Solemnity, to proclaim their Stile, and demand 
the World's Attention to a Character, the very In- 
auguration to which was fo Miraculous and Aſto- 
niſhing. 
And that the Preſence af ts Spirit 5 not 
here, but tollow'd them whitherſoever they went, 
and was with them always, even unto the endof their 
Labours, is abundantly manitett from the Miracles 
aud Succels chat to remarkably attended them 


For 


of Chriſt S$ Preſence with _- 1 11 


For whoever {hall obſerve the ſwift and ſudden —.— 


Progreſs of the Goſpel (like the Light to which it 
ſometimes is compar'd ) ſcarce ſhot from one Ex- 
tremity, but extended to the other; how without 

the uſual Aſſiſtances of Violence or Perſuaſion, it 


incredibly forc'd its way through the Luſts, and 


| Prejudices, and Powers that oppos'd it, muſt acknow- | 
ledge the Hand of God himſelf in the Weakneſs of 


his Tn{iruments, and, the Work accompliſh'd not by 


Might, nor by Power, but by the Spirit of the Lord. 
Tor had not 2 Arm of the Lord been undeniably 
reveal d, who (do we think ) could have believed a 
Report ſo amazing in its Circumſtances, and fo un- 
artiul in its Delivery? How could whole Multitudes 
with one ond, have given heed to the things which 
the Apoſtles ſpake, had they not heard and ſeen the 
Miracles 1 56 they did, Acts 8. 6. as ſtrange, and as 
unaccountable as the Reſurrection they atteſted : _ 
Ts Or how (do we believe) could Men, like the Apo- 
ſtles, untaught to argue, and afraid to ſuffer, have 
been brought on the ſudden to diſpute and dye fo 
bravely for the Goſpel, had not that better Advo- 
cate, the Spirit himſelf made Interceſſon fot them ? 
Had not the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter ſtood by 
them in their Trials, and refreſh'd them with his 
Preſence; that as the  Sufferings of Chriſt abounded 
in them, fo might their Cenſelationa, 'fo abound e | 


Chriſt, 21 Cor. . 5. 


As long as theſe Extraordinary Pemorſirations of 
the Spirit were neceliary, fo long were they conti- 
nued by our Saviour to his Church. "I was not till 
the Books of Scripture were fmiſh'd and compil'd, 

and a ſtanding Rule of Faith and Manners. deliver d 
70 the Saints, that the Giit ol an Infallible Wiſdom 


depart- 
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departed from it: Nor did the Power of Miracles it 
0 folf begin to fail, till they had ſufficiently introduc'd 
the Doctrines they accompanyd, and left it upon 
the Infidels of all ſucceeding Ages, either to allow | 
the Goſpel the Atteſtation of its Miracles, or elſe to | 
account for that (Which were it ſelf the greateſt) | 
bo it could ſpread and en lo prodigiouſly : 
without them. 
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But Miracles and Inwpiradioa were not always to 


continue ; Men were not always to be taught new 
: Doctrines, nor aſtoniſh'd into Conviction: And 
therefore tho zhe Spirit of the Lord paſs'd by his Pro- 
phets in the Thunder, and the Farthquake, yet was ne 
2 i dwell arent them in a ſtiller Voice, to addreſss 
and inſtruct his Servants in a more reaſonable Way, 
- in a way more natural and agreeable to their Facul- 
ties; and which, tho it did not proclaim him ſo | 
| loudly as before, might yet in a ſufficient ſtill, thoa | 
| leſs perceptible manner, aſſure them of his Preſence. 
There is not now-a- days, we mult confeſs, in e- 
very Miniſter that Share of Knowledge, to preſerve : 
his Judgment from Error, and his Memory from 
Unfaithtulneſs: The Signs of an Apoſtle are not now 
ſo aſtoniſhing, as once they were: But even unto us, 
the preſent Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church, Unto 
us, I ſay, my Brethren, ſome Grace is given : 1 think, 5 
and am perſuaded that we alſo, we the Lawiul Pa- 
ſtors of the Church of Eng land, have the Spirit of 
60d; not leſs of that es we hope, than many of 


our Adverſaries, becauſe leſs bold and confident 1 in 
our Pretenſions to it. 


Me pretend not indeed (as we know ſome others > 3 
do) to an Infallible Aſſiſtance, which they who 


challenge it the loudeſt, can neither tell us where we 


are 


T 


are 


* they are found, of a 


9 Gr s Preſence with by Church. IJ 


are to fix, nor how we are to uſe it, and by the 
groſſeſt Miſtakes and Superſtitions of their own, 
have abundantly convinced us that they want it 
| moſt, We envy not Rome the Glory of its Mira- 
| cles, as falſe as the Doctrines Mey were invented to 
Hüppe. 
W sc leave to thoſe bold Impoſtors the Credit of 
| their Prophecies, who have ſince themſelves out- 
| liv'd the Detection of their Forgeries; much leſs. 
| dare we take thoſe indecent Liberties with the 
Bleſſed Spirit, which thoſe of the Separation ſo au- 
daciouſly practiſe; and which, after all their boaſt- 
ed Familiarity, they are ſo very little the better for, 
that, for any thing we can ſee, they are neither 
the Wiſer in their Underſtandings, nor the more 
1 Charitable i in their Tempers. 
| No ; far, very far from us, my Beathren, be as : 
8 - Hi and. the: Confidence of ſuch unjuſtifiable Pre- 
tenſions; as undoubted Arguments, whereever 
falſe Religion, as they are 
ſcandalous and hurtſul to the Honour of the True one. 
hut this, T hope, without Arrogance may be 
5 al if in theſe latter Ages of the Chriſtian Church, 


there be yet ſufficient Manifeſtation of the Spirit 


in the Auowledge, the Piety, and the Courage of its 

Miniſters, There is not one of theſe, in which the 

Church of England is at this Day, inferior to any 
other whatſoever in the Chriſtian World; None, in 

- | which ſhe does not excel many, in which ſhe does 


not equal all. 


In a juſt, and regular Interpretation of the Go- 
ſpel (and we of this Church pretend not to reveal 
| one) what Divines have labour d more ſucceſsfully 
than our own? In what Order of Men are the 
C l 1 Gifts 
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Gifts and Graces of the Spirit more conſpicuous, 
than in the Regular Miniſtry of our Eftabliſh'd 
Church; where the Virtues of much the greater 
Part are eminent, and excel; and where even the 
- moſt unworthy are rot yet 10 bad, as thoſe very 


Men themſelves could wiſh them, who complain ſo 


| loudly that they are no better? And then for the 
| Zeal, and Patience, and Courage of our Miniſtry, 
(For theſe alſo worketh the ſelf ſame Spirit) we have | 
been more than once oblig d to our Enemies for 
Occaſions to diſtinguiſh them, who ſeem all along 
to have taken particular Care, that as we have a- | 
bounded in every thing beſides, in Faith; in Knowledge, | 
in Urterance, and the like, ſo we mould more eſpe- 
: cially abound in theſe Graces alſo, 1 Cor. 1. 7. 
And as long as we are thus aſſur'd of the Bene- | 
ts of this Ailiſtance, we may be humbly con- 
dent, there will never be wanting in many of God's | 
Miniſters, a Spirit of Wiſdom to defend his Goſpel, | 
and, if Occaſion ſhould require,” of Reſolution to | 
ſuffer for it. 
The Third. and Laſt Advantage to the Church 


from our Saviour's Promiſe to it in my Text, 


that immediate Providence and protection, by TH 
Which he has graciouſly undertaken to provide tor N 
its Security. | 

Our Saviour, when ks firſt eſtabliſh? d his King- 

dom upon Earth, fo laid the Foundations of it, that 
it never ſhould be mov d at any time : Upon this Rock, = 
faith he, Matth. 16. 18. will 7 build my Charch, and 1 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
Dppon this Rock it ſtood, and ſuitained the Join 1 
ful Shock of the Death and Sufferings of the Son 
| of God himſelf, when Men and Devils had ſucceſs- 


fully 


S . 6 


of Chriſt's Preſence with bis Churels 15 


fully conſpir'd to ſmite the Shepherd, and i ;ſperſe the 
Sheep : Even then God ſuffer'd not thoſe Powers to 
prevail; Hell could no more deſtroy the Church, 
| than detain its Founder, who quickly roſe again to 


take Poſſeſſion of the Power he was then immedi- 


ately to receive for its Advantage, and even now. 
continues to employ in its Defence 
| Upon this Rock it ſtood, unſhaken and U | 
| by the reſtleſs Violence of Ten ſucceſſive Perſecu- 
tions: The Providence of God itili mercifully ſo 
contriving it, that thoſe very Thi ngs which were 
intended to ſuppreſs it, ſhould fall 2 rather to the 

Furtherance of the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 12. 
| very ferceneſs of Men was many times converted to 
| bs Praiſe, and Perſecutors themſelves to be Preach- 


en and Defenders of the Faith which my had once 
5 deſtroy 4. 


So that the 


Upon this Rock it flood, and oppos'd the Flood of 


Tgnorance and Barbarity, which in ſucceeding Ages 

advanc d to overwhelm it: And altho' in that dark 

| and tedious Night, the Enemy came, and {owed ſome 

| Tares, and corrupted the Purity of that Faith which 

was at firſt deliver'd, nevertheleſs the Foundations of 

| God's Church een ene ſure: God would not ſuffer 

the Mord of Truth to be taken utterly out of her Mouth, 
Pfal. 119. 43. neither the Regular Succeſſion of her 


Miniſtry, nor the more ellential Articles of her 
_ Faith to fail. 


Upon this Rock it + Ponds and we truſt it will ever 


| ſand, amended and rziorm'd from the Errors and 


Corruptions, with which thoſe Times of Ignorance 
had inſenſibly polluted her. 


And indeed when we walk round about our Sj on, 


and mark well her Bulwarks,andie/ the Towers thereof, 


Pt. 985 13. when with a pleaſing Reflection we ſurvey 
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the Alms, and the Prayers, and the Victories, of its | 
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DEFENDER, and ( tho the Love of many be 
waxed cold) the vehement Deſire that ſtill ſurvives | 


in moſt, in all Good Men for its Proſperity : When 


we conſider this, I ſay, and beyond all this, That 
the Foundations of our Sion are, like that of Old, 


upon the holy Hills, and that the Word of the Tatd - 
himſelf hath tryed her; Pal. 87. 1. Why may we | 
not believe To eſtabliſh, like the Mount of God 
it ſelf, which may not be remov d, but ſtandeth 
faſt for ever? : 
But neither would I here be ſo mniſenderſiood, 5 
as though this Promiſe of our Saviour to his * 
Church in general, might be ſo far extended to | 
any in particular, as for ever to ſecure it in 8 
Purity of its Worſhip, and the Proſperity of its 
Condition. The Churches of Jeruſalem, and of | 

| Antioch, (we know) as ancient and as flouriſhing | 
as they once have been, are now no more. Even 
Rome it (elf, who vainly calls her ſelf the Mother of 
Us All, has err'd, and is corrupt. Our own Church 
too (as ſafe and as glorious as we believe her now) | 
has been ſometimes deſolate: The Devil has been 


more than once let looſe upon her, to ſſay her Pro- 


pPhets, and defile her Sanctuaries, and all but her | 
Life has been pat into his Hands. 


And therefore, I ſhall juſt beg Leave, my Vene- 
rable Brethren, affectionately to recommend to you 


tuo or three Particulars, in which, if I miſtake 


not, the very Being of Religion, and both the 


Honour and Security of the Church we are related 


to, is more immediately concern d. 
And the firſt of theſe is a becoming Zeal, and 


| Concern for the Honour of Your Character. 


Great Art and Endeavour we know, has been 
I 5 us d 


of Chriff bo Preſence with bis Church. 17 


5 us'd of late to perſuade the World, notwithſiand- 
ing all that Scripture and Antiquity have aſſerted 
to the contrary, that the Church of Chriſt derives 
no Spiritual Powers from above, but ſuch as are 
purely, both in the Exerciſe and Original of chem, 


dependent on the Temporal. 


But ſure, my Brethren, if we were of this World, | 
the World would love its own", John 15. 18. Were 
we indeed, as we are fanderouth: reported, and as 
ſome affirm of 7s, the Creatures of its Power, or 


could we but perſuade our ſelves to be the Flatte- 


rers of its Wickedneſs, no doubt it would uſe us 
better than it does. *Tis plainly becauſe we are 
mot of this World, that it hateth us ; 
very ſame Reaſon we know it was, that it hated 
our Lord and Maſter Chrift himfelf before it hated us. 
And now were the Strength of our Enemies in 
their Arguments only, we were ſafe enough: Scri- 
pture and Antiquity, (if they may be the Judges) 
declare loudly on our fide, and ſpeak. abundantly 
enough to make good our Character. 
alas! ſhall we convince thoſe Men from Scripture, : 
who deny the Scriptures themſelves to be the Word 
| "of God? How ſhall we perſuade them to honour the 
905 Servants, who will not reverence the gon! Matt. 2 r. 
37. As long as Prophets, and Apoſtles, and the 
Son of Ged binſelf are treated at this rate, tis plain 


What Uſage the preſent Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt 


expect. Had theſe Men believ'd but Maſes and the 
» but if they 
believe not their Writings, how then, my Brethren, 


Apoſtles, they would have believed us; 


thall they Believe our Word' ? John 5 3 
From what Lewd Principles theſe preva ling Er- 


rors ſpring, we may eaſily diſcover, and what the 


Conſequences of them too mull be, if ſupported 
lorg 


and for the 


But how, 
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long by Numbers and Impunity. Sure, in 2 Coun- 


try that calls it ſelf Chriſtian, (and Thanks be to 
God, we retain zhe Name amongſt us ſtill) a Time 
will come (we truſt it is already come, ) when 


theſe Enormities ſhall be thought to deſerve the 


TCenſures of the Government, and Infidelity, a- 
mongſt others, an Iniguity to be puniſhed by the Fudge. 


In the mean time, my Brethren, Let us for our 


: Parts behave our ſelves, as becomes the Miniſters of 
God, with a juſt regard to the Character we ſu- | 
ſtain, and the Sovereign we repreſent. Let us re- 
member that 'tis not our own Glory, but the Glory OO 
f Him that ſent as, Mark 11. 28. that we are * 
now contending for: We know what Authority we 
Have, and who it ij that gave us this Authority : "Ald 4 


let theſe Miſcreants alſo at their Peril know , that 


they are / to account of us as Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and Stewards of the N ſyſteries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 14. 
| Nay, and tho' we mould boaſt ſomewhat more oi our 
Authority, we ſhould not ftretch our ſelves beyond our 
| Meaſure, 2 Cor. 10. 14. (And if for once, as the 
Apoſtle peaks, 2 Cor. 12. 4. we are become Fools in 


glorying, tis they compel us, They by whom we 


ought to have been commended, ) Let them there- 


fore know, that we are Ambaſſadors forChriſt, to pray 
aud beſrech Men, to beſeech even Them, (if it be not 


yet too late) zhat they would be cee, 'd to God; 


and ſent with the ſame Propoſals of . Peace and 


Salvation, which himſelf 1 in Perſon deliver d to the 


__ World. 


He therefore that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth uot Man, 2 
God, 1 Theſſ. 4. 8. who fails not, we may be ſure, 


to reſent the Injury „and has thrcatned to revenge 


it. In as much as they have done it unto the leaſt of 


_ theſe ls Miniſters, they have done unto him. 


Ano- 


of Chriſt's Preſence c with his che 89 


Another Particular 1 would beg Leave to remind you 


| of, is a plain uncorrupted Sincerity i in the e of 
te Goſpel. 


As ſoon as our Savicur had given Order to his Apo- 


files, fo go teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 


of the Father, and of the Son, aud of the Holy Got; He 
immediately adds, Matt. 28. 20. Teaching them mo obſerve 


. ab things, whatſoever I have commanded you. 


A Preacher of the Ccſpel muſt neither ſoften the | 


Severities of its Do“ irines, nc r the Neceſſities of Obe- 
dience. He mult not artfully {trike in with a faſhiona- 


ble Vice, nor a prevailing Error; much leſs may he 
2 wantonly deal out God's Pardon to the Impenitent, nor 
| make a Compliment of Salvation to the Quality of the 
Criminal. This fore, if any thing. is what the Apoſtle 
| calls, 2 Cor. 4.2. to walk in Craftineſs, to corrupt the = 
Fo Word of God, an $5 70 handle it deceitfully. So that it the 


greateſt prince or Monarch upon Earth ſhould fend to 
any one of us, as Balak did unto another Prophet, 


z Numb. 22. 38. to come, and curſe what God had Heſs d, 
or unwarrantably to bleſs what God before had cursd, 
and ſhould offer to promote a to the greateſt Wealth 5 


Honour for our Pains, we muſt anſwer him with Balaam, 
The Wer that the Lord hath put into my Mouth, That, and 


that only will I pen k: "Tis the Lord withbolds me from 


this Honour, and I dare not accept of it at the Expence — 
of my Fidelity. - 


Upon this Principle no Saks | it was, e our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles after bim, proceeded i in their Miniſtr: 


* I have not polen of my ſelf, ſaith our Blefſed Saviour, , 


Fobn 12. 49. but the Father which ſent me, he bath givas 
me a Commandment what I ſhould ſay, and when 7 ſhould dv. 
And *twas a Character his very Enemies themſelves 


were obſerv'd to give him, That he regarded not the Per- 
| Jons of Men , but hake the Ward 15 Ged⸗ in Truth, Matt. 5 


22. 16. 


Had r now the firſt 4 eaclieſt Preachers of the Go- 
ſpel, but luckily underſtood the Modern Arts of quali- 
Hing ſome ungratetul Truths, and of concealing others - 


of 


© Ants —Iyᷣ„—— > — — ———— — — — — 
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of giving the plauſible Names of Temper to 3 + 
And of Moderation to Hypocriſy , no doubt they might 
have eaſily fav'd themſelves from Death; perhaps they | 
might have been'eb/ider'd fon their Pains : But then there 
= been an End at once of the Goſpel they were to 
- preach, and.of the Church they were to ſettle ; which 


cas no more be preſerv d, than it could at firſt be %- 


bliſh d, without the Zeal, and the Seele and the Sin. 
cerity of its Miniſters. 
"And let us in the Laſt Place, my Brethren, (as the 125 


3 Apoſtle adviſes us) take heed not only to cur Daring, but | 


alſo to our ſelves : Let us not content our ſelves with = 
being moderately good, but let us ſtrive to excel, to the e- 
 difying of many, 1 Cor. 14. 12. And then ſhall we ſuc- 


ji „ ceſsfully teach God's Ways ano the Wicked, and Sinners alſo 
if fall be converted unto him, Plal. 51 13. Then ſhall as} 
Men know, and the moſt Infidel confeſs, that God „ in | 


of a Truth, 1 Cor. 14. 25. By our Fruits they ſhall know us ; 


by our more eminent Sanctity, by our Exemplary Dili- 
gence, and our Univerſal Charity, that we are Sons | 
and Miniſters of the beit of Churches in the Chriſtian . 


World. . 
5 Wherefore, Holy 8 e of, this 1 
Calling, confuder the 22 * and High Prieſ of our Profeſſiun, 
Feſus Chrift ; and let us, /ike him, be Holy, Harmleſs, 
Dudeß ed, ſeparated from Sinners, and faithful i in all things 
unto — that hath appointed us, Heb., 3. 1. That ſo 
when he ſhall come again to viſit the Shepherds of his 
Flock, and the Stewards of his Family, we may give 


our Aecounts with Foy, and preſent unto him that 
Patt of his Church committed to our Care, as pure and 


as unſpotted as this imperfe& State would ſuffer it, no 


longer now to be torn. with Hereſy, nor defil'd by Sinz | 
but 70 be, like his own, 4 Glorious Body, without Spot or | 


Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ; its Members united to them- | 
ſelves, and to their Head, in perfect Love and Knowledge, 
and the Fulneſs f that Fry which proceeds Joon bim rat 
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